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To:  

 

Stefano Soro, Head of Green and Circular Economy Unit, DG GROW, European Commission 

Mattia Pellegrini, Head of From Waste to Resources Unit, DG ENV, European Commission  

Ewout Deurwaarder, DG GROW, European Commission 

Kerstin Lichtenvort, DG GROW, European Commission 

Cesar Santos Gil, DG ENV, European Commission 

 

Cc: 

 

Susanna Andreasi Bassi, Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

Jens F. Peters, Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

Daniele Candelaresi, Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

Antonio Valente, Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

Nicola Ferrara, Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

Fabrice Mathieux, Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

Fulvio Ardente, Joint Research Centre (JRC) 

 

 

24 July 2023 
 

JOINT LETTER OF CONCERN 

 

Final JRC draft of the “Rules for the calculation of the Carbon Footprint of 

Electric Vehicle Batteries (CFB-EV)” and the suggested approach to account 

for recycled materials 

 

 

The EU JRC (Joint Research Center) advisory has recently issued a final draft of the “Rules for the 

calculation of the Carbon Footprint of Electric Vehicle Batteries (CFB-EV)”1, entering a phase of 

consultation.  

 

While the effort to regulate and provide additional guidance on the carbon footprint calculation of electric 

vehicle (EV) batteries is both sensible and appreciated, the draft contains some aspects that raise 

concerns for the industry, particularly regarding the assessment of the impact of recycled material (and 

the so-called modelling of the “end-of-life”). Such concerns have been voiced by battery and automotive 

manufacturing actors, who would like to discuss them openly with the EU policy-makers prior to the 

JRC draft recommendation solidifying into a delegated act, outlining the battery carbon footprint 

calculation methodology, as required by the EU Battery Regulation. 

 

 
1 https://eplca.jrc.ec.europa.eu/permalink/battery/GRB-CBF_CarbonFootprintRules-
EV_June_2023.pdf , JRC, 2023 

https://eplca.jrc.ec.europa.eu/permalink/battery/GRB-CBF_CarbonFootprintRules-EV_June_2023.pdf
https://eplca.jrc.ec.europa.eu/permalink/battery/GRB-CBF_CarbonFootprintRules-EV_June_2023.pdf
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The mentioned JRC document proposes to apply the so-called Circular Footprint Formula (CFF) to the 

calculation of battery carbon footprint, in reference to the Product Environmental Footprint (PEF)2  

method, as a way to model the end-of-life of EV batteries. In a strongly simplified description3, as 

compared to other approaches (such as the “cut-off” approach), the CFF assigns end-of-life emission 

credits for recycling activities that are supposed to take place in the future (and therefore not verifiable 

at the time of calculation).  

 

Furthermore, the CFF approach, with its numerous parameters required for its application, adds not 

only a significant complexity burden to practitioners and reporting companies, but also deviates from 

other globally recognized accounting practices (which favor the “cut-off” approach), as spelled out in 

ISO standards4, GHG Product Protocol5 and other sectoral specific standards issued by the Global 

Battery Alliance6, Catena-X7, WBCSD PACT Framework8, Together for Sustainability (TfS)9. As a result, 

a separate European regulation advocating solely for the adoption of CFF would limit the possibility to 

benchmark and compare calculated carbon footprints of EV batteries manufactured in the EU or in 

jurisdictions outside of the EU. 

 

We therefore recommend the widely adopted and recognized “cut-off” approach for the 

modeling of end-of-life of EV batteries, instead of CFF. 

 

In conclusion, the signatories of this letter would like to raise their concerns over the JRC draft, which 

will guide the carbon footprint calculation of EV batteries, and would kindly call on the European 

Commission to reconsider the JRC recommendation to use the CFF in the light of the reasons listed 

above.  

 

We thank the EU authorities and decision-makers in advance for their kind consideration of our views 

and stand ready to exchange views and explain our reasoning further.   

 
2 European Commission’s Environmental Footprint approach (as in the Commission Recommendation (EU) 
2021/2279) and relevant Product Environmental Footprint Category Rules (PEFCRs) 
3 Comparison of End-of-Life Allocation Approaches, Battery Pass Consortium, 2023 
4 ISO 14044:2006: Environmental management - Life cycle assessment - Requirements and guidelines; ISO 
14067:2018: Greenhouse gases — Carbon footprint of products — Requirements and guidelines for 
quantification 
5 Product Life Cycle Accounting and Reporting Standard, Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Protocol, 2011 
6 Greenhouse Gas Rulebook, Global Battery Alliance, 2023 
7 Product Carbon Footprint Rulebook, Catena X, 2022 
8 Pathfinder Framework: Guidance for the Accounting and Exchange of Product Lifecycle Emissions, WBCSD, 
2023 
9 Product Carbon Footprint Guideline for the Chemical Industry, Together for Sustainability, 2022 

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021H2279
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32021H2279
https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fthebatterypass.eu%2Fassets%2Fimages%2Fcontent-guidance%2Fpdf%2F2023_Battery_Passport_EOL_Analysis.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Calessandro.pistillo%40basf.com%7C98301ff0c0444310defc08db6d6a6797%7Cecaa386bc8df4ce0ad01740cbdb5ba55%7C0%7C0%7C638224079567782247%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=KsJXlkDE%2Fre%2FCi3OpH0OzjEo9mftYmFBKFWgsv1s6wU%3D&reserved=0
https://www.iso.org/standard/38498.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/71206.html
https://www.iso.org/standard/71206.html
https://ghgprotocol.org/sites/default/files/standards/Product-Life-Cycle-Accounting-Reporting-Standard_041613.pdf
https://www.globalbattery.org/media/publications/gba-rulebook-v1.5.pdf
https://catena-x.net/fileadmin/user_upload/Standard-Bibliothek/Archiv/Update_Standard_PDF_Feb._2023/1_Sustainability_v1.0/CX_-_0029_PCF_Rulebook_UseCaseSustainability_v_1.0.0.pdf
https://www.wbcsd.org/Programs/Climate-and-Energy/Climate/SOS-1.5/News/Pathfinder-Framework-Version-2.0
https://www.tfs-initiative.com/how-we-do-it/scope-3-ghg-emissions
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