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During the next 4-years, we will be publishing regular 

updates on this thrilling project, involving 24 partners from 

11 countries, whose aim is to analyse the European 

automotive sector’s workforce challenges and to provide 

concrete formative solutions. We are honoured to kick-off 

these publications with inspiring insights from DG MOVE’s 

Director-General, Henrik Hololei, on the future of mobility 

and of the automotive sector, which accounts for almost 7% 

of EU’s GDP and provides 12 million jobs. 
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INTERVIEW: HENRIK HOLOLEI  

D G  M O V E ' s  D i r e c t o r - G e n e r a l

Can you tell us in a nutshell what are the third 

mobility package most important ideas? 

The third Mobility Package presents a set of measures 

that holistically respond to a number of existing 

mobility challenges and putting road safety, 

competitiveness decarbonisation and digitalisation at 

the very heart of the proposals. As a response to the 

challenges, we propose a number of new vehicle safety 

technologies, combined with a new road safety 

framework for the post 2020 period. We also set new 

road safety targets, and propose new measures in order 

to ensure that autonomous mobility would make 

transport safer, more accessible and more competitive. 

Another key element of the package is clean mobility. 

To that end, we propose the first ever CO2 standards for 

heavy-duty vehicles and a new methodology for better 

use of alternative fuels. Such measures will 

comprehensively be supported by the new long-term 

budget for the 2021-2027 period.  

You have a long car journey ahead of you. What are the three songs that you must 

have in your playlist? 

My musical preferences were formed and stay rooted in 1980s. If I have to pick 3 songs 

I would go for U2 "Unforgettable fire", Dire Straits "Sultans of Swing" and Yazoo's 

"Nobody's Diary" 

In your perspective, what are the EU’s automotive 

industry main strengths to reap the benefits of clean 

energy transition, autonomous driving, among other 

opportunities? 

The EU hosts the world's most competitive and 

technologically advanced automotive industry, 

producing almost one fourth of all vehicles in the 

world. We need to make good use of our existing 

competitive advantage in order to handle well the 

challenges and embrace the opportunities of 

digitalisation & connected and automated driving.  

The EU's  automotive industry benefits from a 

favourable regulatory and business environment,  

which ensures EU's global competitiveness by 

supporting the industry in their access to foreign 

markets and creates incentives for innovation. By 

making use of the full developments of automated 

mobility and advanced technologies, we must be able to 

brand European vehicles as the world's safest cars. 

Project DRIVES is analysing the automotive industry’s 

workforce challenges. In your view, what are the 

indispensable skills for the next decade(s)? 

As the automotive sector employs millions of Europeans, 

the structural changes of the industry also imply that the 

often highly skilled workforce needs to adapt to new 

realities. In particular, the transition to new technologies 

and new skills would be significant. Digitalisation 

requires significant investment in the workforce, to 

equip workers with the sufficient skills, making it 

possible to embrace digitalisation of the automotive 

industry, including the automation of production as well 

as automated driving.  



D R I V E S  N E W S :  W O R K  P A C K A G E S ’  S T A T E  O F  P L A Y

W P  1  

P R O J E C T  M A N A G E M E N T  

D R I V E S  m a r k s  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  o f  E U - w i d e  

p a r t n e r s h i p s  f o r  s e c t o r i a l  c o o p e r a t i o n  o n  

s k i l l s  i n  t h e  a u t o m o t i v e  d o m a i n .  T h e  

m o n t h l y  m e e t i n g s  o f  t h e  W o r k  P a c k a g e  

L e a d e r s  B o a r d  k i c k e d  o f f  o n  1 2  J a n u a r y ,  

w h i l e  t h e  o f f i c i a l  l a u n c h  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ,  w i t h  

a l l  2 4  p a r t n e r s ,  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  O s t r a v a ,  C z e c h  

R e p u b l i c ,  o n  1 - 2  M a r c h .  O n  J u n e  1 8 ,  A C E A  

h o s t e d ,  i n  B r u s s e l s ,  a  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e  

S t e e r i n g  B o a r d  a n d  W o r k  p a c k a g e  l e a d e r s .  

A s  p r o j e c t  l e a d e r s ,  W P 1  h e l d  s e v e r a l  

m e e t i n g s  f o c u s e d  o n  p a r t i c u l a r  p r o j e c t  t a s k s ,  

a n d  h a s  m a i n t a i n e d  a  c l o s e  l i n k  w i t h  D G  

G R O W ,  E M P L  a n d  E A C E A  a s  f u n d  g r a n t o r .  

 

W P  2  

S E C T O R A L  I N T E L L I G E N C E  A N D  

R O A D M A P P I N G  

W P 2  w i l l  a s s e s s  t h e  c u r r e n t  s k i l l s  s i t u a t i o n  

a n d  a n t i c i p a t e  f u t u r e  n e e d s .  T o  f i n d  t h e s e  

a n s w e r s ,  W P 2  i s  s e t t i n g  u p  a  M A T R I X  

( d r i v e s  o f  c h a n g e /  o c c u p a t i o n s  a n d  n e w  

o c c u p a t i o n s )  a n d  m a k i n g  u s e  o f  s u r v e y s  t o  

e n g a g e  s t a k e h o l d e r s .  T h e  g o a l  i s  t o  

u n d e r s t a n d  w h i c h  s k i l l s  a n d  c o m p e t e n c e s  

a r e  n o w  a v a i l a b l e  i n  t h e  a u t o m o t i v e  s e c t o r  

a n d ,  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  w h a t  w i l l  b e  t h e  

n e e d s  o f  t h e  a u t o m o t i v e  s e c t o r  i n  t h e  

c o m i n g  y e a r s .  

 

W P  3  

S K I L L S  F R A M E W O R K  

T h e  m a i n  g o a l  o f  W P  3  i s  t h e  

i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  o f  3 0  j o b  r o l e s ,  w h i c h  

s h o u l d  b e  t h e  b a s i s  t o  m e e t  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n a l  n e e d s  f o r  t h e  a u t o m o t i v e  

i n d u s t r y  i n  t h e  f u t u r e .  A s  a  b a s i s ,  W P 3  

w i l l  u s e  r e l e v a n t  j o b  r o l e s  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  

p r e v i o u s  E u r o p e a n  p r o j e c t s .  T h i s  

i m p o r t a n t  t a s k  h a s  s t a r t e d  a n d  o n e  n e w  

r e q u i r e d  j o b  r o l e  h a s  b e e n  i d e n t i f i e d :  a n  

a d v a n c e d  m a t e r i a l  e n g i n e e r ,  w h e r e  t h e  

e d u c a t i o n  a s  a  r u b b e r  t e c h n o l o g i s t  f i t s  

i n .  

 

Work Package Leaders meeting in 

Brussels, Feb. 2018

W P  4  

S K I L L S  T R A N S F E R A B I L I T Y  

W P  4  s t a r t e d  t o  w o r k  o n  a  D R I V E S  

F r a m e w o r k  t o  i m p l e m e n t  a  c o m m o n  

E u r o p e a n  a u t o m o t i v e  s k i l l s  u m b r e l l a  

a n d  t o  e n a b l e  m u t u a l  r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  

a w a r d s  b e t w e e n  f o r m a l  a n d  i n f o r m a l  

e d u c a t i o n  s c h e m e s  a c r o s s  t h e  E U .  

 

Kick-off meeting in Ostrava, Czech Republic, 

March 2018
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W P  5  

A P P R E N T I C E S H I P  M A R K E T P L A C E  

T h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  a  h i g h - q u a l i t y  

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  m a r k e t p l a c e  f o r  t h e  a u t o m o t i v e  

s e c t o r  i s  W P 5 ’ s  k e y  o b j e c t i v e . W P 5  i s  f o c u s i n g  

i t s  i n i t i a l  a t t e n t i o n  o n  t h e  c r e a t i o n  o f  a  f o r u m  

t o  d i s s e m i n a t e  a  s h a r e d  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  

a p p r e n t i c e s h i p  m a r k e t p l a c e .  W i t h  t h i s  g o a l  i n  

m i n d ,  i t  h a s  b e e n  e n g a g i n g  w i t h  t h e  E u r o p e a n  

A l l i a n c e  f o r  A p p r e n t i c e s h i p s ,  a s  w e l l  a s  

l o o k i n g  i n t o  t h e  g o o d  p r a c t i c e s  i d e n t i f i e d  b y  

t h e  E u r o p e a n  F r a m e w o r k  f o r  Q u a l i t y  a n d  

E f f e c t i v e  A p p r e n t i c e s h i p s  ( E F Q E A )  a n d  

n a t i o n a l  a n d  t r a n s n a t i o n a l  c a s e  s t u d i e s .  

W P  6  

W I D E R  V I S I B I L I T Y  A N D  E X P L O I T A T I O N  

D R I V E S ’  w e b s i t e  h a s  b e e n  l a u n c h e d  ( w w w . p r o j e c t -  

d r i v e s . e u ) ,  a s  w e l l  a s  t h e  s o c i a l  m e d i a  n e t w o r k s ,  

w h o s e  a i m s  a r e :  t o  k e e p  p a r t n e r s  w e l l  i n f o r m e d  

a b o u t  m a t t e r s  o f  c o m m o n  i n t e r e s t ;  t o  

c o m m u n i c a t e  w i t h  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  v a l u e  c h a i n ;  t o  

i n f o r m  p o l i c y - m a k e r s ;  a n d  t o  i n c r e a s e  g e n e r a l  

a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  p r o j e c t ’ s  g o a l s .  

T h e   n e w s l e t t e r s   i n t e n d  t o  s u m  u p  t h e  p r o j e c t ’ s  

s t a t e - o f - p l a y  a n d  t o  p l a c e  i t  w i t h i n  t h e  b r o a d e r  

f r a m e w o r k  o f  E U  p o l i c i e s .  T h e y  a r e  a l s o  s e e n  a s  

D R I V E S ’  c h o s e n  m i s s i o n  t o  b e  p u b l i c l y  

a c c o u n t a b l e .  W P 6  a l s o  f i n a l i s e d  t h e  p r o j e c t ’ s  

S t r a t e g i c  C o m m u n i c a t i o n   P l a n .  

E U R O P E A N  U N I O N  N E W S  O N  M O B I L I T Y  A N D  S K I L L S

Publication of the Report “Transport in the European Union: Current Trends and Issues”, 25th April 

Commission published its third and final set of actions to modernize Europe’s transport system, summed up in the Communication 

“Europe on the Move - Sustainable Mobility for Europe: safe, connected, and clean“, 17th May  

Violeta Bulc – the European Commissioner for Transport’s speech on the launch of the third mobility package, 17th May 

Commission published proposal for the new Connecting Europe Facility for 2021-2027, with €30.6 billion for European infrastructure 

networks for transport, 6th June 

CEDEFOP (European Centre for the Development of Vocational Training) published its New skills forecast and short informative video, 

8 June 

European Parliament briefing on EU legislation in Progress – “Proportionality test for new national regulations for professions”, 8th 

June 

Joint Research Center, European Commission, “An analysis of possible socio-economic effects of a Cooperative, Connected and 

Automated Mobility (CCAM) in Europe”, June 2018 
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