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EU CO2 regulation: CLEPA calls on both Member States and the European Parliament 
to move towards a compromise so as to give industry much-needed planning certainty  
 
 
CLEPA fully supports the adoption of a compromise on the CO2 vehicles emissions regulation 
for 2020 in first reading. This will ensure clarity and needed investment security for all 
automotive suppliers.  
 
Setting CO2 targets for vehicles offers a clear and stable legal environment for investment; a 
smart and realistic framework will further stimulate technological innovation by vehicle 
producers and component suppliers. “CLEPA calls for a fast decision. Both Member States 
and the European Parliament should be ready to make compromises so as to achieve the 
much-needed planning certainty”, said Mr Jean Marc Gales, CLEPA CEO. 

 
Negotiations between the European Parliament and the Council have reached a critical stage. 
In an attempt to achieve a solution within weeks both institutions are tabling different variations 
of a possible compromise. A delay in the decision making process may postpone the final 
adoption of the regulation until 2015 due to the institutional calendar including the EP elections 
next year. 
 
Taking into account the current situation, CLEPA believes that a timely conclusion of this file 
will benefit the automotive industry as a whole and will reconcile environment, economic and 
innovation concerns. Therefore, CLEPA urges the Members of the European Parliament and 
representatives of the Member States not to miss the opportunity to seal a deal – including via 
adjustments to the “trialogue compromise” of July 2013.  This is necessary to bring clarity in 
terms of climate protection and at the same time introduce the necessary adjustments in terms 
of flexibilities and incentives for innovation. Further flexibilities and incentives should be 
considered as long as they are technologically neutral and beneficial for the industry as a 
whole. One option amongst others should be the further strengthening of super-credits in order 
to protect the competitiveness of the European automotive industry. 
 
The European automotive suppliers industry is a global technology leader, largely due to its 
yearly investments of €18 billion in innovation. For years, European suppliers have registered 
the most patents for innovations in emissions and safety. Ongoing regulatory uncertainty is 
jeopardizing the efforts to attract investment in innovative technologies. Smart regulation 
would bring about safer, greener and more interconnected cars that would reinforce the 
competitiveness of the European automotive industry. 

“We absolutely need to keep high-level research and innovation in Europe and that requires 
long term planning. Time matters more than ever. That is why we need in Europe an ambitious 
level of cooperation among all relevant stakeholders”, concluded Mr Jean Marc Gales, CLEPA 
CEO. 
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Note to Editors 

CLEPA is the European Association of Automotive Suppliers.  
111 of the world's most prominent suppliers for car parts, systems and modules and 25 National trade associations and 
European sector associations are members of CLEPA, representing more than 3 thousand companies, employing more than 
5 million people and covering all products and services within the automotive supply chain. Based in Brussels, Belgium, CLEPA 
is recognized as the natural discussion partner by the European Institutions, United Nations and fellow associations (ACEA, 
JAMA, MEMA, etc). 

Facts about the European automotive industry 

 Some 12 million people are employed in the European automotive industry 

 European automotive suppliers employs directly 5 million people 

 European automotive suppliers invest €18bn in RDI per year. They are one of the biggest private investors into 
research and innovation 

 Per year, 16 million vehicles are manufactured in Europe, contributing to the stability and growth of the European 
economy 

For more information, please contact: Mrs. Amalia Di Stefano, CLEPA Deputy CEO, a.distefano@clepa.be  

Tel.: +32 2 743 91 35,  www.clepa.eu                           
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