
Green Deal and Sustainability

Automotive suppliers fully support the Paris Agreement and the even more challenging objective of 

GPMQEXI�RIYXVEPMX]�MR�ȶȉȍȉ��8LI�MRHYWXV]�MW�HIPMZIVMRK�XIGLRSPSK]�XLEX�GSRXVMFYXIW�XS�XLI�TVSXIGXMSR�SJ�
the environment along the whole value chain.

The Green Deal continues to dominate the legislative agenda, as policymakers search for the majorities 

needed to turn the European Commission’s proposals into law. The transition to a more sustainable 

future of mobility are touching the automotive sector in different ways, from vehicle emission limits 

defining the future of advanced drivetrain technologies, to the use of lightweight or recycled and bio-

based materials in the transition to a circular economy, just to name a few.

 

The transition towards climate-neutral mobility is well under way, and the European Commission’s ‘Fit 

üŅų�ăăű�Ş±Ïĩ±čå�ŞƚÆĬĜŸĘåÚ�ĜĹ�IƚĬƼ�ƗǉƗŏ�±ĜĵŸ�ƋŅ�ŸåƋ�ƋĘå�ÏŅƚųŸå�üŅų�ĘŅƵ�Ƶå�±ÏĘĜåƴå�ƋĘåŸå�ŅÆģåÏƋĜƴåŸţ�
Among the proposals in this package, the regulation on COƗ emission standards for cars and vans 

is in the spotlight. While carbon and pollutant emissions require very different rules and policies, a 

ÏŅĵĵŅĹ�ŞųŅŞŅŸ±Ĭ�üŅų�)ƚųŅ�Ɓx�FF�ŞŅĬĬƚƋ±ĹƋ�åĵĜŸŸĜŅĹ�ŸƋ±ĹÚ±ųÚŸØ�åƻŞåÏƋåÚ�ĜĹ�ĵĜÚěƗǉƗƗØ�ĜŸ�ŸååĹ�±Ÿ�ÏĬŅŸåĬƼ�
linked. Two aspects are critical: the transition needs to happen at a reasonable and realistic pace and 

a comprehensive regulatory framework needs to be adopted. The latter should embrace ingenuity 

and incentivise the use of technology for an efficient and effective reduction of pollutants and carbon 

emissions, including direct electrification, hybrid solutions, but also the use of low and zero carbon 

fuels. A technology-open regulatory environment is an important factor to sustain employment and 

competitiveness in Europe in the automotive suppliers’ industry and beyond.

Working together towards a climate-neutral economy
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Opinions vary on whether the EU should ban the internal combustion engine 
ĜĹ�ü±ƴŅƚų�Ņü�ÚĜųåÏƋ�åĬåÏƋųĜüĜÏ±ƋĜŅĹØ�Ņų�åĵÆų±Ïå�±�ƋåÏĘĹŅĬŅčƼěŅŞåĹ�üƚƋƚųå�ƵĘåųå�
different powertrains fit different use cases. The European Commission proposal 
on the COƗ�ŸƋ±ĹÚ±ųÚŸ�üŅų�Ï±ųŸ�±ĹÚ�ƴ±ĹŸ�Ï±ĬĬŸ�üŅų�±�ŏǉǉŢ��kƗ�ųåÚƚÏƋĜŅĹ�ÆƼ�ƗǉƑăØ�
leading to a de facto ban on the internal combustion engine (ICE).

�Ęå�ĵŅŸƋ�ÏŅĹƋåĹƋĜŅƚŸ�ĜŸŸƚå�ĜŸ�ƵĘåƋĘåų�±Ĺ�åĬåÏƋųĜÏ�ƴåĘĜÏĬå�Š)�šěŅĹĬƼ�±ŞŞųŅ±ÏĘ�ĜŸ�
the best way forward, with worries focusing on affordability, employment impact, 
grid capacity, availability of renewable energy and the supply of critical minerals.

There is a lot at stake: a study on the impact of electrification, carried out by PwC 
�Ƌų±ƋåčƼ¼Ø�üŅƚĹÚ�ƋĘ±Ƌ�ăǉǉ�ƋĘŅƚŸ±ĹÚ�ģŅÆŸ�Š±�ƋĘĜųÚ�Ņü�ŸƚŞŞĬĜåų�ģŅÆŸ�ĜĹ�)ƚųŅŞåš�±ųå�
±Ƌ�ųĜŸĩ�üųŅĵ�±Ĺ�åĬåÏƋųĜÏěŅĹĬƼ�ųåčƚĬ±ƋŅųƼ�±ŞŞųŅ±ÏĘØ�ƵĘåųå±Ÿ�±�ĵĜƻåÚěƋåÏĘĹŅĬŅčƼ�
approach mitigates the impact. Furthermore, shifting reliance from oil to critical 
materials, risks creating new unwanted dependencies,

CLEPA advocates a more holistic approach, which includes all advanced 
technology options as well as emissions reduction in energy and fuel production 
ŠĩĹŅƵĹ�±Ÿ�ƵåĬĬěƋŅěƵĘååĬšţ�FĹ�ü±ÏƋØ�±ĹƼ�ƴåĘĜÏĬå�ĜŸ�ÏĬĜĵ±Ƌå�ĹåƚƋų±Ĭ�ƵĘåĹ�ųƚĹĹĜĹč�ŅĹ�
green electricity or fuelled with renewable fuels.

A diverse approach creates safety nets, securing sustainable mobility and a 
competitive industry in Europe, without compromising on climate goals.

COȶ emission standards for cars and vans: Working 
towards a technology-open regulation

ȁ (1*5&���&RRYEP�7ITSVX�SJ�&GXMZMXMIW�ȶȉȶȦ�ȶȉȶȶ



The European Commission plans to propose a review of the current COƗ emission 
ŸƋ±ĹÚ±ųÚŸ�üŅų�Ęå±ƴƼěÚƚƋƼ�ƴåĘĜÏĬåŸ�ŠB%�Ÿš�ÆƼ�ƋĘå�åĹÚ�Ņü�ƗǉƗƗţ��Ęå�ÏƚųųåĹƋ�
ŸƋ±ĹÚ±ųÚŸ�ųåŧƚĜųå�ĵŅŸƋ�ĹåƵ�ƋųƚÏĩŸ�ƋŅ�ųåÚƚÏå�ƋĘåĜų�åĵĜŸŸĜŅĹŸ�ÆƼ�ŏăŢ�ĜĹ�ƗǉƗăØ�±ĹÚ�
ƑǉŢ�ĜĹ�ƗǉƑǉţ��Ęå�ĜĹĜƋĜ±ƋĜƴå�ĜŸ�ĵå±ĹƋ�ƋŅ�ŸƚŞŞŅųƋ�ƋĘå��ŅĵĵĜŸŸĜŅĹűŸ�čŅ±Ĭ�ƋŅ�ųåÚƚÏå�
čųååĹĘŅƚŸå�č±Ÿ�Š:B:š�åĵĜŸŸĜŅĹŸ�ÆƼ�±Ƌ�Ĭå±ŸƋ�ăăŢ�ÆƼ�ƗǉƑǉ�±ĹÚ�±ÏĘĜåƴå�ÏĬĜĵ±Ƌå�
ĹåƚƋų±ĬĜƋƼ�ÆƼ�Ɨǉăǉţ

CLEPA has been actively engaged analysing the technical feasibility, and it has 
submitted its feedback to a European Commission survey and call for evidence 
regarding the proposed regulation aimed at lowering carbon emissions for HDVs. 
The priority is for the regulation to move towards a lifecycle approach to achieve 
overall COƗ reduction most effectively, with one option being a mechanism to 
±ÏÏŅƚĹƋ�üŅų�ƋĘå�ÏŅĹƋųĜÆƚƋĜŅĹ�Ņü�ĬŅƵěÏ±ųÆŅĹ�üƚåĬŸţ

In both cases, the COƗ regulation is closely linked 
with other regulations that are also under discussion: 
Recharging and refuelling infrastructure through the 

Alternative Fuels Infrastructure Regulation (AFIR); the Energy 

Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD); supporting the 
decarbonisation of transport, in particular by incentivising the 
uptake of renewables through the Renewable Energy Directive 
Š�)%�FFFšſ�ŸƋĜĵƚĬ±ƋĜĹč�Úåĵ±ĹÚ�üŅų�ǄåųŅě�±ĹÚ�ĬŅƵěÏ±ųÆŅĹ�ŸŅĬƚƋĜŅĹŸ�
through the carbon pricing mechanism in the Emissions Trading 

System�Š)��šſ�±ĹÚ�ƋĘå�:B:�ÏŅĹƋåĹƋěÆ±ŸåÚ�ų±ĹĩĜĹč�Ņü�Ƌ±ƻ±ƋĜŅĹ�ĜĹ�
the Energy Taxation Directive (ETD).

COȶ regulations for heavy-duty vehicles: CLEPA favours 
life-cycle approach
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Intelligence

Î� %åÏåĵÆåų�ƗǉƗŏ�ě��X){eűŸ�)ĬåÏƋųĜÏ��åĘĜÏĬå��ų±ĹŸĜƋĜŅĹ�
Impact Assessment

Î� IƚĹå�ƗǉƗŏ�ě��X){eűŸ�)ĵŞĬŅƼĵåĹƋ�8ŅŅƋŞųĜĹƋ�{ŅųƋ±Ĭ

Joint initiatives

• Active engagement with supportive associations from 
ƋĘå�ĵŅÆĜĬĜƋƼØ�ųŅ±ÚěƚŸåųØ�åĹåųčƼ�±ĹÚ�åĹčĜĹååųĜĹč�ŸåÏƋŅųŸ�
to jointly act in the political debate

• Several open letters to political decision makers, 
supported by broad coalition of stakeholders

Î� FĹƴŅĬƴåĵåĹƋ�ĜĹ�:ųååĹ�c�e{űŸ�ů�åĬĬěƋŅě�ĘååĬ�±ĹÚ�X�e�
Task Force’

Events

Î� {±ųƋĜÏĜŞ±ƋĜŅĹ�ĜĹ�ĵŅųå�ƋĘ±Ĺ�Ƒă�åƻƋåųĹ±Ĭ�åƴåĹƋŸ�
organised by key stakeholders and media 

Î� I±Ĺƚ±ųƼ�ƗǉƗƗ�ě��X){e�{ŅĬĜÏƼ�)ƴåĹƋ×�ů�Ęå��ƚŸƋ±ĜĹ±ÆĬå�
Mobility Transformation – Green AND Just?’

Î� IƚĹå�ƗǉƗŏ�ě�{±ĹåĬ�ÚåÆ±Ƌå�üŅų�ĵåĵÆåųŸ�ůeÏÏåĬåų±ƋĜĹč�
the transition to sustainable and smart mobility’ 

Advocacy

Î� {ŅŸĜƋĜŅĹ�Ş±Şåų�ŅĹ�ÏĬĜĵ±ƋåěĹåƚƋų±Ĭ�Ƌų±ĹŸŞŅųƋ�±ĹÚ��kƗ 
emission standards

• Active engagement with policy makers with more than 
Ċǉ�ĵååƋĜĹčŸ�Ņųč±ĹĜŸåÚ�
ě� �ųĜåüĜĹčŸ�ƋŅ�ĵåĵÆåųŸ�Ņü�ƋĘå�)ƚųŅŞå±Ĺ�{±ųĬĜ±ĵåĹƋ�

and advisors, attachés and officials of governments 
ě� )ƚųŅŞå±Ĺ��ŅĵĵĜŸŸĜŅĹ×��ŅĵĵĜŸŸĜŅĹåų��±Ĭå±ĹØ�

Cabinets of Commissioners Timmermans, Breton, 
Simson, Commission Think Tank IDEA and DG MOVE, 
DG ENER, DG CLIMA and DG GROW

ě� �ŅƚĹÏĜĬ×��åƴåų±Ĭ�ƵŅųĩŸĘŅŞŸ�ŅĹ�ÏųåÚĜƋĜĹč�ŸÏĘåĵå�ƵĜƋĘ�
Member States’ representatives, meetings with Perm 
Reps, including a workshop for Ambassadors and 
attachés

&(8.:.8.*�c
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�Ęå�ƚŞÏŅĵĜĹč�ŞųŅŞŅŸ±Ĭ�üŅų�ƋĘå�)ƚųŅ�Ɓx�FF�ųåčƚĬ±ƋĜŅĹ�ŅĹ�ƴåĘĜÏĬå�åĵĜŸŸĜŅĹ�
ŸƋ±ĹÚ±ųÚŸ�ĜŸ�åƻŞåÏƋåÚ�ƋŅ�Æå�±ÚŅŞƋåÚ�ÆƼ�ƋĘå��ŅĵĵĜŸŸĜŅĹ�ĜĹ�IƚĬƼ�ƗǉƗƗ�±ĹÚØ�
depending on stringency and timing, will have a significant impact on future 
vehicle manufacturer portfolios. Meanwhile, the Commission has made publicly 
±ƴ±ĜĬ±ÆĬå�ƋĘå�ƚŞÚ±ƋåÚ�)ƚųŅ�Ɔ�ƴåųŸĜŅĹ�ůåű�üŅų�ĬĜčĘƋ�ÚƚƋƼ�ƴåĘĜÏĬåŸ�ƵĘĜÏĘ�ƵĜĬĬ�Æå�
implemented in three different steps, after the endorsement by the Technical 
Committee on Motor Vehicles (TCMV), expected later in the year.  

The first analysis by CLEPA (ENER CT technical group) identified changes to 
)ƚųŅ�Ɔ�ƋĘ±Ƌ�ĜĹÚĜÏ±Ƌå�±�ŸĜčĹĜüĜÏ±ĹƋ�ĜĵŞ±ÏƋ�ŅĹ�ƋĘå�ÏåųƋĜüĜÏ±ƋĜŅĹ�ÏŅŸƋ�Ņü�ŞĬƚčěĜĹ�
ĘƼÆųĜÚ�åĬåÏƋųĜÏ�ƴåĘĜÏĬåŸ�Š{B)�Ÿš�±ĹÚ�ƋĘå�ŸƋ±ƋƚŸ�Ņü�ǄåųŅě�±ĹÚ�ĬŅƵě�åĵĜŸŸĜŅĹ�
vehicle (ZLEV) currently given to PHEVs. In addition to this, other technical points 
ĜĹ�ƋĘå�ĹåƵ�ƴåųŸĜŅĹ�Ņü�)ƚųŅ�Ɔ�ƵĜĬĬ�Ÿåå�ƋĘå�ÏŅĹüŅųĵĜƋƼ�ü±ÏƋŅų�±ÚģƚŸƋåÚØ�ĜĹƋųŅÚƚÏƋĜŅĹ�
of alternative emissions strategy (AES) signalling, expansion of the boundaries of 
ųå±ĬěÚųĜƴĜĹč�åĵĜŸŸĜŅĹŸ�Š�%)š�±ĹÚ�ųåüåųåĹÏåŸ�ƋŅ�±Ĺ�±ĬĜčĹĵåĹƋ�ƵĜƋĘ��ĹĜƋåÚ�c±ƋĜŅĹŸ�
�åčƚĬ±ƋĜŅĹ�ŏăĊ�ě��ŅųĬÚƵĜÚå�B±ųĵŅĹĜŸåÚ�XĜčĘƋ��åĘĜÏĬåŸ��åŸƋ�{ųŅÏåÚƚųå�Š�X�{šţ

8Ņų�)ƚųŅ�ƁØ��X){e�Ę±Ÿ�ÆååĹ�åĹč±čĜĹč�ĜĹ�ƋåÏĘĹĜÏ±Ĭ�åƻÏĘ±ĹčåŸ�ƵĜƋĘ�±�ƴ±ųĜåƋƼ�Ņü�
stakeholders to provide input from the automotive suppliers’ industry to the 
upcoming regulation. The technical analysis identifies all the possible scenarios 
ƵĜƋĘ�ƴ±ųƼĜĹč�ŸƋųĜĹčåĹÏƼ�ƋĘ±Ƌ�ÏŅƚĬÚ�Æå�±ÚŅŞƋåÚ�ĜĹ�)ƚųŅ�Ɓ�±ĹÚ�ƋĘå�ĜĵŞ±ÏƋ�ƋĘ±Ƌ�ƋĘå�
ĹåƵ�ŞųŅŞŅŸ±Ĭ�üŅų�)ƚųŅ�ƆåØ�ŸŞĬĜƋ�ĜĹƋŅ�ƋĘųåå�ŸƋ±čåŸØ�ĵ±Ƽ�Ę±ƴå�ŅĹ�ƋĘå�ƋĜĵåĬĜĹå�Ņü�
)ƚųŅ�Ɓţ���X){e�åƻŞåųƋŸ�Ę±ƴå�ÆååĹ�±ÚƴŅÏ±ƋĜĹč�ƋŅ�ƋĘå�)ƚųŅŞå±Ĺ��ŅĵĵĜŸŸĜŅĹ�Š%:�
GROW) that the regulatory scenario must find an optimum balance between 
contributing to improved air quality, encouraging innovative technology and 
affordability and the need to keep things simple whenever possible. 

*YVS�Ȱ�:.���*YVS�Ȯ�:..��&R�STXMQYQ�FEPERGI�MW�RIIHIH�
to address a range of challenges

Advocacy

Î� {ŅŸĜƋĜŅĹ�Ş±Şåų�ŅĹ�ƋĘå�)ƚųŅ�Ɓx�FF×�8Ņų�ŸÏĜåĹÏåěÆ±ŸåÚ�
standards that improve air quality

• Active engagement with technical groups organised 
by the European Commission

&(8.:.8.*�c

Both files will have a long-lasting impact on the supplier industry and the 

automotive sector as a whole. The pace of the transition, the flexibility 

of the regulatory framework and the degree to which policies will foster 

and embrace innovation, advanced combustion technology, renewable 

fuels and e-mobility will directly affect our competitiveness in the global 

market and the livelihood of all Europeans.
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Automotive suppliers prioritise the acceleration of 
WYWXEMREFMPMX]�EGVSWW�XLI�ZEPYI�GLEMR�

Together, these files will make sustainability an integral part of running a business. 
The proposed due diligence directive would impose legal responsibilities on 
companies deep into their supply chains. In addition to dedicated supervisory 
authorities, companies would bear civil liability if they do not comply with their due 
diligence duties. The CSRD and Taxonomy will deliver standardised and audited 
sustainability KPIs according to which a company will be measured by markets. 
�ƚŸƋ±ĜĹ±ÆĜĬĜƋƼ�ƵĜĬĬ�ÏŅěÚåƋåųĵĜĹå�ÏŅĵŞåƋĜƋĜƴåĹåŸŸ�±ĹÚ��X){eűŸ�ƴŅĜÏå�ĜŸ�ÏųƚÏĜ±Ĭ�ƋŅ�
ensure workable outcomes for our industry. 

CLEPA has warned policy makers to avoid that the taxonomy distorts the level 
playing field between vehicle manufacturers and suppliers by making it easier 
üŅų�ƋĘå�±ŸŸåĵÆĬƼ�Ņü�ǄåųŅěåĵĜŸŸĜŅĹ�ƴåĘĜÏĬåŸ�ƋŅ�ŧƚ±ĬĜüƼ�±Ÿ�ŸƚŸƋ±ĜĹ±ÆĬå�ÏŅĵŞ±ųåÚ�ƋŅ�
ǄåųŅěåĵĜŸŸĜŅĹ�ÏŅĵŞŅĹåĹƋ�ŞųŅÚƚÏƋĜŅĹţ�eŸ�±�ÏŅĹÏųåƋå�ųåŸƚĬƋØ�±ƚƋŅĵŅƋĜƴå�ŸƚŞŞĬĜåųŸ�
now have two experts on the independent advising body for taxonomy legislation, 
the Platform for Sustainable Investment. 

CLEPA is warning Member States against European Parliament amendments 
that would make the CSRD ineffective, such as a proposed requirement to report 
sustainability information at subsidiary rather than consolidated group level. 
Furthermore, CLEPA is assessing the proposed accounting standards that would 
define how companies have to report on sustainability and will provide input into 
the consultation where appropriate. 

CLEPA will advocate significant amendments of the corporate sustainability 
Úƚå�ÚĜĬĜčåĹÏå�ÚĜųåÏƋĜƴå�ƋŅ�ĜĵŞųŅƴå�Ę±ųĵŅĹĜŸ±ƋĜŅĹØ�ƋŅ�Ĭåč±ĬĬƼ�åĵÆåÚ�±�ųĜŸĩěÆ±ŸåÚ�
approach and to avoid legal requirements that go beyond what companies can 
ĜĹüĬƚåĹÏåţ��X){e�ŞĬ±ƼŸ�±Ĺ�±ÏƋĜƴå�ųŅĬå�ĜĹ�üŅųčĜĹč�ÏųŅŸŸěŸåÏƋŅų�ÏŅĹŸåĹŸƚŸ�ĜĹ�ƋĘå�
Joint Association Roundtable on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence. 

Sustainability policies 

Sustainability is at the forefront of suppliers’ priorities, aspiring to a 

minimal environmental impact from design to production. The year 

ȶȉȶȶ�QEVOW�ER�MQTSVXERX�WXIT�JSV�WYWXEMREFMPMX]�VIKYPEXMSR�EX�XLI�*9�
level, with three legislative files reaching important milestones:

����eFce�FXF�¥

Taxonomy

Defines which economic activities can be considered 
environmentally sustainable. It applies to suppliers 
ĬĜŸƋåÚ�ŅĹ�ƋĘå�ŸƋŅÏĩ�åƻÏĘ±Ĺčå�ŸĜĹÏå�I±Ĺƚ±ųƼ�ƗǉƗƗ�±ĹÚ�ƋŅ�
most EU headquartered suppliers.

Corporate Sustainability Reporting Directive (CSRD) 

It would legally require certain companies to report 
on a broad range of sustainability issues in a legally 
standardised manner under assurance from auditors. The 
file is currently in the final stage of the legislative process. 

Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence (CSDD) 

FƋ�ƵŅƚĬÚ�ĜĵŞŅŸå�±�ÏŅųŞŅų±Ƌå�Úƚå�ÚĜĬĜčåĹÏå�ÚƚƋƼ�ŅĹ�ĜĹě
scope large companies operating in Europe to avoid 
adverse impacts on the environment or human rights in 
their value chains. Companies will be furthermore obliged 
to adopt a business strategy that is compatible with a 
ŏţă�Úåčųåå�čĬŅÆ±Ĭ�Ƶ±ųĵĜĹč�Ƌ±ųčåƋţ��Ęå�ŞųŅŞŅŸ±Ĭ�üųŅĵ�ƋĘå�
)ƚųŅŞå±Ĺ��ŅĵĵĜŸŸĜŅĹ�ĜŸ�ÏƚųųåĹƋĬƼ�ÆåĜĹč�ųåƴĜåƵ�ÆƼ�ÏŅě
legislators.  
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�ĜĹÏå�ĜƋŸ�±ÚŅŞƋĜŅĹ�ĜĹ�ƗǉƗǉØ�ƋĘå�ĹåƵ��ĜųÏƚĬ±ų�)ÏŅĹŅĵƼ�eÏƋĜŅĹ�{Ĭ±Ĺ�Š�)e{š�Ę±Ÿ�
identified vehicles as key products for circularity. One of the key actions for 
ƴåĘĜÏĬåŸ�ƚĹÚåų�ƋĘå��)e{�ĜŸ�ƋĘå�ųåƴĜŸĜŅĹ�Ņü�ƋĘå�)ĹÚěŅüěXĜüå��åĘĜÏĬå�%ĜųåÏƋĜƴå�
(ELVD), with a view “to promoting more circular business models by linking 
ÚåŸĜčĹ�ĜŸŸƚåŸ�ƋŅ�åĹÚěŅüěĬĜüå�Ƌųå±ƋĵåĹƋŰţ�

�Ęå�)X�%Ø�ƚĹÚåų�ųåƴĜŸĜŅĹ�ŸĜĹÏå�ƗǉƗŏØ�ĜŸ�±�ĩåƼ�ŞĜåÏå�Ņü�ųåčƚĬ±ƋĜŅĹ�üŅų�ƋĘå�
automotive sector. It provides guidelines and standards for how to handle a 
vehicle at disposal stage, including targets for reuse, recycling and recovery at EU 
level. CLEPA has been actively contributing to the revision process, and endorses 
many of the identified priorities and challenges of the ELV revision. Notably, 
CLEPA supports specific provisions to ensure that circularity is not hampered 
by regulatory bottlenecks. Firstly, by having in place a standardised definition of 
remanufacturing as the restoration of the product performance and not a new 
bringing on the market. Beyond that, CLEPA supports that, while new substance 
restrictions should be included in REACH (Registration, Evaluation, Authorisation 
and Restriction of Chemicals legislation), existing substance restrictions should 
ųåĵ±ĜĹ�ĜĹ�ƋĘå�)X�%ţ��Ęå�ųĜŸĩěÆ±ŸåÚ�±ŞŞųŅ±ÏĘ�ŸĘŅƚĬÚ�±ĬŸŅ�Æå�üŅĬĬŅƵåÚ�üŅų�
ųåčƚĬ±ƋåÚ�ŸƚÆŸƋ±ĹÏåŸ�ĜĹ�)ĹÚěŅüěXĜüå�ƴåĘĜÏĬåŸţ�FĵŞŅųƋ±ĹƋ�±Ÿ�ƵåĬĬ�ƋĘ±Ƌ�Ƌ±ųčåƋě
conflicts between circularities and material compliance are avoided to the extent 

*RH�SJ�1MJI�:ILMGPIW�)MVIGXMZI��7IXLMROMRK�GMVGYPEVMX]�EGVSWW�XLI�
automotive supply chain 

ŞŅŸŸĜÆĬå×�ƋĘå�ŮųåŞ±Ĝų�±Ÿ�ŞųŅÚƚÏåÚŰ�ŞųĜĹÏĜŞĬå�ŸĘ±ĬĬ�Şųåƴ±ĜĬ�üŅų�ƋĘå�Ÿ±ĩå�Ņü�åƻƋåĹÚåÚ�
lifetime and durability of vehicles regardless of new restrictions on substances. 
There is the risk that actors in the value chain take business decision which 
block remanufacturing, refurbishment, repair and reuse businesses because of 
ƋĘå�ĘĜčĘ�ÏĘ±ĹčåěŅƴåų�ÆƚųÚåĹ�ųåĬ±ƋåÚ�ƋŅ�ŸƚÆŸƋ±ĹÏå�Æ±ĹŸóŅų�ƋĘ±Ƌ�ŸƚŞŞĬƼ�ÏĘ±ĜĹŸ�
are disrupted for essential components for these spare parts. 

The European Commission has announced its intention to consider rules 
on mandatory recycled content for certain materials used in automotive 
components and to improve recycling efficiency in the context of the ELVD 
revision. CLEPA has long supported the Commission’s vision for a safe and 
sustainable environment, for example, by having signed the pledge from the 
Circular Plastics Alliance supporting an EU market for recycled plastics. In that 
sense, CLEPA members consider design for sustainability as a best practice, to 
åĹŸƚųå�ƋĘå�ųĜčĘƋ�üĬåƻĜÆĜĬĜƋƼ�Ņü�ÏĘŅĜÏåŸ�üŅų�ƋĘå�ĜĹÚƚŸƋųƼ�Šåţčţ�ƵĘåĹ�Ƌų±ÚåěŅüüŸ�±ųå�
needed on durability and resistance vs recyclability). In general, CLEPA would 
ü±ƴŅƚų�ĵ±ųĩåƋěÚųĜƴåĹ�ĜĹÏåĹƋĜƴåŸ�üŅų�ƋĘå�ĜĹÚƚŸƋųƼØ�ĜĹŸƋå±Ú�Ņü�ÚåüĜĹĜĹč�ŸƋųĜÏƋ�ŧƚŅƋ±Ÿ�
which do not reflect the challenges of having sufficient market availability of 
recycled material with the needed quality (considering e.g. the safety relevance 
of automotive products).

(1*5&���&RRYEP�7ITSVX�SJ�&GXMZMXMIW�ȶȉȶȦ�ȶȉȶȶ Ȧȴ



The European Commission’s Battery Regulation proposal covers the whole 
lifecycle of batteries with specific provisions for different types of batteries: 
portable, industrial, automotive and electric vehicles. CLEPA has underlined 
that the proposed regulation and its ambition for sustainability over the whole 
battery lifecycle is in line with automotive suppliers’ continuous efforts to 
minimise the environmental impact of their products. However, CLEPA also 
highlighted the risks of adverse effects such as double regulation, barriers to 
innovation, unrealistic targets or uncertainty on duties within the supply chain.   

In January CLEPA, together with other major industry stakeholders, published a 
ģŅĜĹƋ�ŞŅŸĜƋĜŅĹ�Ş±Şåų�±ÚÚųåŸŸĜĹč�ƋĘå�±ÆŅƴåěĵåĹƋĜŅĹåÚ�ÏŅĹÏåųĹŸţ
 
CLEPA is also contributing to the Technical Secretariat of the Product 
Environmental Footprint Category Rules for batteries, which is performing a 
review of the category rules. The review should be done ahead of the Carbon 
Footprint declaration proposed in the Battery Regulation, which shall be 
compliant with the relevant category rules.

Batteries: A level-playing field is needed for a 
competitive European supply chain

Ȧȏ (1*5&���&RRYEP�7ITSVX�SJ�&GXMZMXMIW�ȶȉȶȦ�ȶȉȶȶ
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The Chemical Strategy for Sustainability (CSS) is one of the European Green 
Deal milestones, setting new requirements for materials compliance through 
ăƆ�ĬåčĜŸĬ±ƋĜƴå�±ÏƋĜŅĹŸ�ƋĘ±Ƌ�ÚĜųåÏƋĬƼ�Ņų�ĜĹÚĜųåÏƋĬƼ�±üüåÏƋ�ĵ±ģŅų�ųåčƚĬ±ƋĜŅĹŸ�±ĹÚ�
tools for the automotive industry, including REACH (Registration, Evaluation, 
eƚƋĘŅųĜŸ±ƋĜŅĹ�±ĹÚ��åŸƋųĜÏƋĜŅĹ�Ņü��ĘåĵĜÏ±ĬŸšØ�)X��Š)ĹÚěŅüôXĜüå��åĘĜÏĬåŸšØ�±ĹÚ�
SCIP (Substances of Concern In articles). Beyond that, the CSS brings in new 
concepts such as the ‘essential use’ criteria and will set the framework for 
development of product passports, a Sustainable Product Policy Initiative, 
and PFAS restrictions. One of the actions of the CSS is the revision of the 
REACH Regulation. Since REACH came into force, the automotive industry 
has put considerable effort into implementing the strict requirements for the 
use of chemicals throughout its complex supply chain, as well as alignment 
between suppliers and manufacturers, in the EU and abroad. CLEPA has 
for years acknowledged the importance of REACH for the industry and 
has been an active stakeholder in the ongoing REACH revision process. 
cŅƋ±ÆĬƼ�üŅų��)e�BěųåĬåƴ±ĹƋ�ƋŅŞĜÏŸ�ŸƚÏĘ�±Ÿ�ƋĘå�ųåüŅųĵ�Ņü�ƋĘå�±ƚƋĘŅųĜŸ±ƋĜŅĹ�
and restriction process, and ‘essential use’ concept, CLEPA has invested 
in alignment initiatives with other automotive industry associations, from 
Europe and abroad.

�ĜĵĜĬ±ųĬƼØ�ŅĹ�ŅƋĘåų�ĩåƼ�ƋŅŞĜÏŸ�ŸƚÏĘ�±Ÿ�ƋĘå�Ÿ±üåě�±ĹÚ�ŸƚŸƋ±ĜĹ±ÆĬåěÆƼěÚåŸĜčĹ�
concept, and the proposal on PFAS restrictions, CLEPA is working together 
with ACEA, the European association of the automotive manufacturers, to 
monitor and understand the potential impacts across the value chain.

�ĜƋĘ�±�ƋŅƋ±Ĭ�ƴ±Ĭƚå�Ņü�7ĊţƁ�ÆĜĬĬĜŅĹ�Ņü�ųåĵ±Ĺƚü±ÏƋƚųåÚ�ŸŞ±ųå�Ş±ųƋŸ�ŸŅĬÚ�ÆƼ�ŸƚŞŞĬĜåųŸ�
ĜĹ�ƗǉƗǉØ�ƋĘå�)ƚųŅŞå±Ĺ�±ƚƋŅĵŅƋĜƴå�±üƋåųĵ±ųĩåƋØ�ƋĘå�ƵŅųĬÚűŸ�ŸåÏŅĹÚěĬ±ųčåŸƋ�±üƋåų�
the US, is already substantially contributing to the circular economy targets 
proposed by the European Commission’s Green Deal. CLEPA, together with 
ƋĘå�ÏŅĹŸƚĬƋ±ĹÏƼ�k±ĩÚåĹå�BŅĬĬĜĹŸØ�ŞƚÆĬĜŸĘåÚ�±�ŸƋƚÚƼ�ĜĹ�kÏƋŅÆåų�ƗǉƗŏ�ŅĹ�ƋĘå�
ųåĵ±Ĺƚü±ÏƋƚųĜĹč�ŸåÏƋŅų�ƵĘåųå�ųåŸƚĬƋŸ�åŸƋĜĵ±Ƌå�ƋĘ±Ƌ�ĵŅųå�ƋĘ±Ĺ�îǉǉ�ĩƋ�Ņü��kƗ 
Ƶåųå�±ƴŅĜÚåÚ�ĜĹ�ƗǉƗǉØ�±Ĺ�±ĵŅƚĹƋ�åŧƚ±Ĭ�ƋŅ�ƋĘå�±ĹĹƚ±Ĭ�Ï±ųÆŅĹ�åĵĜŸŸĜŅĹŸ�Ņü�
ŏƗǉØǉǉǉ�)��ÏĜƋĜǄåĹŸţ��Ęå�ŸƋƚÚƼ�ĜĹÏĬƚÚåÚ�±�ŸåÏƋŅųěƵĜÚå�±ŞŞųŅ±ÏĘ�üŅų�ŧƚ±ĬĜüƼĜĹč�
the COƗ impact. It calculated the emissions avoided by considering the material 
retained during the remanufacturing process.

(LIQMGEPW��XVEXIK]��.RXIRWMZI�EGXMSR�TPER�LIVEPHW�RI[�
era of chemical regulations management

7IQERYJEGXYVMRK�WIGXSVƶW�GSRXVMFYXMSR�XS�GMVGYPEV�
economy targets 
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Intelligence

Î� 8åÆųƚ±ųƼ�ƗǉƗƗ�ě�¬ŅŅĵěĜĹ×�%åÚĜÏ±ƋåÚ�ÏŅĵĵƚĹĜÏ±ƋĜŅĹ�ŅĹ�
sustainability policy files

Î� I±Ĺƚ±ųƼ�ƗǉƗƗ�ě�cåƵ��X){e�čųŅƚŞŸ�ÚåÚĜÏ±ƋåÚ�ƋŅ�
sustainability policy files (Corporate Sustainable Policy TF)

Î� cŅƴåĵÆåų�ƗǉƗŏ�ě�)ƚųŅŞå±Ĺ�ųåĵ±Ĺƚü±ÏƋƚųĜĹč�ĵ±ųĩåƋ�
ŸƋƚÚƼ�ƗǉƗŏ�ÆƼ�k±ĩÚåĹå�BŅĬĬĜĹŸ

Î� I±Ĺƚ±ųƼ�ƗǉƗŏ�ě��X){e��åÏƋŅų�{±Şåų×�UåƼŸ�ƋŅ�±�ŸƚÏÏåŸŸüƚĬ�
implementation of the EU’s sustainable financial 
taxonomy

Joint initiatives

Î� cŅƴåĵÆåų�ƗǉƗŏ�ě�a±ƋåųĜ±ĬŸ�:ĬŅÆ±Ĭ�eƚƋŅĵŅƋĜƴå�
Stakeholders Group (GASG)

Î� cŅƴåĵÆåų�ƗǉƗŏ�ě�IŅĜĹåÚ�ƋĘå��åÏĘĹĜÏ±Ĭ��åÏųåƋ±ųĜ±Ƌ�üŅų�ƋĘå�
Product Environmental Footprint Category Rules (PEFCR) 
for batteries, currently reviewing the category rules  

Î� �åŞƋåĵÆåų�ƗǉƗŏ�ě��X){e�ģŅĜĹŸ�ƋĘå�eÚƴĜŸŅųƼ��Ņ±ųÚ�Ņü�
supplier’s platform Drive+ 

Î� kÏƋŅÆåų�ƗǉƗŏ�ě��X){e�ģŅĜĹŸ�ƋĘå��åŸŞŅĹŸĜÆĬå��ƚŞŞĬƼ�
Chain Initiative (RSCI) 

• Participation in the Circular Plastics Alliance (CPA) 
Steering Committee

Events

Î� IƚĹå�ƗǉƗƗ�ě��X){e��ƚŸƋ±ĜĹ±ÆĜĬĜƋƼ��ŅųĩŸĘŅŞ�ƵĜƋĘ�Bå±ÚŸ�
of Sustainability within the membership 

Î� a±Ƽ�ƗǉƗƗ�ě�ŏĊƋĘ�åÚĜƋĜŅĹ�Ņü�ƋĘå��X){e�a±ƋåųĜ±ĬŸ�
�åčƚĬ±ƋĜŅĹŸ�)ƴåĹƋØ�ĜĹÏĬƚÚĜĹč�Ů�ƚŸƋ±ĜĹ±ÆĜĬĜƋƼ�%±ƼŰ

Î� cŅƴåĵÆåų�ƗǉƗŏ�ě�ŏƗƋĘ�åÚĜƋĜŅĹ�Ņü�ƋĘå��X){e�eüƋåųĵ±ųĩåƋ�
Conference, dedicated to sustainability aspects in the 
aftermarket value chain

Advocacy

Î� a±Ƽ�ƗǉƗƗ�ě�XåƋƋåų�ƋŅčåƋĘåų�ƵĜƋĘ�e�)e�ƋŅ�ųåŧƚåŸƋ�
recognition of the automotive sector in the Commission 
roundtable on the Chemicals Strategy for Sustainability 
(CSS) to the EC 

Î� eŞųĜĬ�ƗǉƗƗ�ě�{±ųƋĜÏĜŞ±ƋĜŅĹ�ĜĹ�ƋĘå��)e�B�ųåƴĜŸĜŅĹ�ŞƚÆĬĜÏ�
consultation 

Î� 8åÆųƚ±ųƼ�ƗǉƗƗ�ě��X){e�{ŅŸĜƋĜŅĹ�{±Şåų�ŅĹ��ƚŞŞĬƼ��Ę±ĜĹ�
Due Diligence 

Î� kÏƋŅÆåų�ƗǉƗŏ�ě�{±ųƋĜÏĜŞ±ƋĜŅĹ�ĜĹ�ƋĘå�)X��ųåƴĜŸĜŅĹ�ŞƚÆĬĜÏ�
consultation

Î� IƚĬƼ�ƗǉƗŏ�ě�{ŅŸĜƋĜŅĹ�Ş±Şåų�ŅĹ��±ƋƋåųĜåŸ��åčƚĬ±ƋĜŅĹ
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